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Mission 
 

A fun, Christian place for 

children to learn and grow, 

in partnership with parents 
and serving our community. 
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Vision 
 

We strive for excellence in 
education where each child explores 

their God-given potential: 
intellectually, physically, spiritually 
and socially. Together with families 
and Glendowie Presbyterian Church 

we are building an incredible 
community where children are 

nurtured and loved. 
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GCK Philosophy Statement 
 

 

Each and every child entrusted into our care are unique individuals 

created by God. We treat each child and their family with love and 

respect as they grow and develop within our wider “GCK Family”. 

 

The GCK learning environment strives to reflect and respond to the multi-

cultural heritage of all our kindergarten families, as well as emphasising 

and celebrating the unique bicultural heritage of New Zealand. 

 

In every part of our day, directly and indirectly, our Christian beliefs are 

modelled and incorporated. We believe that children can develop their 

total potential when education and care is offered within this loving 

environment of Christian character and values. 

 

GCK encourages children to develop fully as unique individuals and as 

valued members of the community. Our philosophy of the importance of 

children learning through play is recognised and nurtured. The programme 

facilitates children’s curiosity, active exploration, self-paced and self-

directed learning.  

 

Our physical environment and the resources provided enable children to 

explore and develop physically, cognitively, emotionally, socially and  

spiritually as they are supported in an environment of freedom, dignity, 

respect and safety. The importance of conservation and a caring attitude 

are modelled and our children are encouraged to sustain, enjoy and 

respect the beauty of God’s creation. 

 

We believe that Early Childhood Education is an important collaborative 

partnership between parents/caregivers, whanau/hapu and Glendowie 

Christian Kindergarten. We endeavour to promote this partnership 

through all aspects of the children’s experiences at GCK as they first 

transition into kindergarten and later onto school. 
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Glendowie Christian Kindergarten Information 

    

Welcome to Glendowie Christian Kindergarten! 

 
We provide quality care and education for your child in the context of Christian principles. 

   

We provide a programme of play and learning designed to encourage your child to gain the most 

from their early childhood years in a fun, warm and caring environment.  Your child can begin at 

GCK between 2½ and 3 years of age, subject to availability of places. They may then stay with us 

until 5, working their way through to our specially designed ‘Fab 4’ programme for children over 

4, which is held every afternoon.  Here your child can take their first steps towards 

independence in a safe and supportive environment, whilst learning about friendship and 

companionship with others.  We have 4 teachers who are fully trained and registered and 2 

teacher assistants. We operate a high teacher/child ratio of 1:7.5. 

 

Parents who wish to spend time with their children here are always welcome. We appreciate 

parent helpers whenever they are available, and we encourage family get-togethers through a 

planned programme of social activities. 

 

Your child will have a portfolio. This is a collection of documentation of your child’s learning at 

kindy. Please feel free to read it, share it and comment on it. 

 

Your feedback is always appreciated. Your enquiries will be dealt with professionally and 

confidentially.  We look forward to a long and happy relationship with you and your child. 
 

Kindergarten Hours: 

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri:            8.45 am – 12.45 pm  Bring morning tea and lunch  

 

 



4 Year old programme: 

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri:  12.45pm – 2.45pm 

Children attending the 4 year old programme may stay for an all-day session (8:45 -2:45) 

 

Fees 

Hourly fee – all children                 $1.50  

Enrolment Fee   $80.00 to be paid on acceptance of a place.  

Under 3 year olds   $18.40 per morning (Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri)  

                                                                                                  

An hourly rate of $4.60 for each hour in excess of 20 hours per week. 

 

GCK – A brief history 

Glendowie Christian kindergarten was established in 1996 by a group of visionaries in order to 

provide high quality early childhood education and care within a Christian environment. 

   

Today it is a happy and busy centre where children benefit from the small group sizes and high 

teacher/child ratios, ensuring maximum direct contact time with adults, and minimum 

competition for resources and time.  All of these factors together ensure that children 

attending this centre, receive a quality early childhood education.  

 

 

 

Initial Familiarisation 

Your child will settle best if the transition from home to Kindergarten is gradual.  We suggest 

that you take the time to visit the Kindergarten for an hour or two with your child before their 

first day here.  Talk to them in an excited and positive way about the Kindergarten experience 

they are going to have—it can be a little daunting for them.  If your child finds it hard to settle, 

trust the staff to know how to handle them.  If they continue to be distraught after you have 

left, we will to contact you if you wish and ask you to return.  

 

Please talk to staff about any questions you may have– we are here to help. 
 

Behaviour Management 
Children are encouraged to be caring towards each other and the environment.  Staff model 

caring and positive interactions.  Should behaviour require addressing, staff will adopt a gentle 

and positive approach of redirection.  

 

 

 



Health & Safety 
All qualified staff are trained in First Aid.  In the event of an accident, appropriate steps will be 

taken, including the calling of an ambulance if required. Parents will be contacted as soon as 

possible. 

  

Children who are sick with any infectious or contagious illness, including such illnesses as 

conjunctivitis, diarrhoea and vomiting or even a heavy cold (green nose, chesty cough) should not 

attend Kindergarten.  Parents are asked to contact us before 9am if possible to advise us of any 

absence.  Children on antibiotics should spend at least one day at home before returning.  

 

Medication 

This must not be left in children’s bags but should be given to staff with clear instructions for 

its use and parents must sign an authority for staff to administer it.  Staff will sign a record to 

indicate when medication has been given. 

 

 

The Education Review Office (ERO) visited GCK in March 2016. 

It said… 
“A centre culture of care and respect provides a strong foundation for children’s wellbeing and 

belonging. Children are confident explorers. They show initiative, ask questions, and capably 

manage their relationships with teachers and other children. Older children engage in 

imaginative and cooperative play for long periods. 

  

“Teachers interact respectfully with and listen carefully to children. Teachers use good 

questions to prompt children’s problem solving and independent thinking. Children and teachers 

share information and ideas, work together and learn alongside each other. Teachers value the 

information that parents share about their children’s home and community experiences. They 

have a deliberate focus on enhancing relationships with families.   

“The curriculum is highly effective in promoting positive outcomes for children. Literacy, science 

and mathematical learning opportunities are included in the programme in meaningful ways.” 

 

Philosophy, policies and procedures 

Our Parent Handbook which is situated in the parent library contains our Philosophy, Policies and 

Procedures. Please make yourself acquainted with its contents. On the parents’ notice board we 

also display the philosophy, fee structure, our daily agenda, complaints procedure, latest ERO 

report, staff profile and registration status as well as our Certificate of Licence.  As we review 

our policies, we will inform you through newsletters for you to read and comment on. The details 

of expenditure of any Ministry of Education funding received is available on the Charities 

website. 
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Staff. 

Welcome to our 4 year old Programme. 
The GCK Fab 4’s programme runs every day of the week from 12:45 pm to 
2:45 pm.  It is open to any four year old child, and they may have any number 
of sessions. Children attending the morning session may stay on for the full 
day when they turn 4. We have 2 trained and registered teacher on each 
afternoon and a maximum of 15 children in each session. Priority for spaces 
will be given to children on the GCK morning roll. 

 

The programme incorporates literacy, numeracy skills, some art work and a 
major focus on science/technology activities.  It is designed to extend the 
interests and abilities of the children attending, to provide them with an in-
tellectual challenge, and to lay a foundation of skills that will be valuable for 
school.  Local New Entrant teachers have been consulted, and their ideas 
incorporated into the programme. 

 

The programme is also meant to be fun—this is Kindergarten, not yet school!  
Children are encouraged to experiment and explore, and their feedback is 
always very positive.  They certainly enjoy being a “Fab 4”! 

The “Fab 4s” is taught by two members of GCK staff.  All of our teachers 
hold Early Childhood Education qualifications, and all hold Teacher Registra-
tion.   

GCK “Fab 4s” 
www.gck.org.nz 



The four year old programme runs every afternoon from 12:45 pm to 2.45 
pm. Attesting parents of 4 year olds are offered 20 hours  under the Gov-
ernment ECE programme. Fees for not attesting have been set at $4.60 an 
hour.  Normal kindy fees of $1.50 per hour are payable irrespective of at-
testation. There are no charges for public holidays, but charges will apply for 
an enrolled child who is absent. 

As with morning Kindergarten, we ask that you provide your child with a 
named set of spare clothing in case of disaster of one kind or another! 

Food should not be sent—we will not be setting time aside for afternoon tea, 
although drinking water will be available for those who need it. 
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Practical Issues. 

Session Times and Fees. 

Caption describing 
picture or graphic. 

The Education Review Office (ERO) visited GCK in November 2012.  
They said… 

 

The Kindergarten is a calm, welcoming environment for children. Teachers 
have established caring and respectful relationships with children and their 
families. These relationships foster a sense of wellbeing and belonging. Chil-
dren are happy and enthusiastically engage in the programme. They confi-
dently make choices about activities and resources and often work with 
peers in groups. Teachers work closely alongside children, fostering their 
initiatives with open questions and prompts to explore equipment.  

Teachers are responsive to children's individual needs and initiatives and 
encourage them to build on their interests over time."   

What ERO says about us. 



On arrival, children will be asked to find their name and move to the number 
of syllables in their name. They will then be free to choose their own activity 
from those offered. After a while the focus will turn to activities based on 
literacy and numeracy.  They will be encouraged to take part, and to finish 
what they start.  Following some further free play, the activities will focus 
on science or art.  There is also some time outdoors to let off steam and de-
velop some specific motor skills. 

 

As their work will be kept to revisit during a later session, please do not ex-
pect to have items to take home each week. You are free to see it, but it will 
not go home until a project is complete. 

The Routines. 
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Can I visit during the session? 

Certainly.  We operate an “open door” policy and any parent may visit unless 
there are legal reasons why they may not. 

Can any child attend? 

So long as they are four years old or over and properly enrolled.  They do not 
have to be on the morning roll as well, although as the session is limited to 10 
children, priority will be given to those who are. 

Does my child need to bring anything? 

Only a named set of spare clothes in case of mud or other accidents.  After-
noon tea will not be part of the timetable, but water and crackers will be 
available for those who need them. 

Do I need to tell you if my child cannot come one week? 

We would certainly appreciate it. 

 

Question and Answer Session. 

Glendowie Christian Kindergarten 

197 Riddell Road 

Glendowie 

Auckland 

 

www.gck.org.nz 

Ph: 09 575 2971 

 

“Providing quality care and education within a context of Christian 

 principles” 
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Fab4s – Parent testimonials 
 

Benjamin loved going to Fab 4's at GCK.  He enjoyed the small groups and one on 
one help from the teacher.  He often came home and told me all the exciting things 
they had learnt and the work he brought home was very impressive.   
I feel Fab 4's was an excellent way to prepare him for school.  It gave him the 
confidence and tools to help him with his transition into Primary School. 
 

- Leona Searle, Ben's Mum 
 

--//-- 
 

"What I really like about Fab4s and the teachers is they make the 

children's interests deeper.  Hugo has really enjoyed the presentation of 

Solar system (Matariki), the teachers quickly picked his interests up and 

gave him opportunity to speak up in the group of children at fab4. 
 

Hugo usually needs time to warm up speaking up (play) in the big group but 

the teachers know him since he was 3 year old so the timing was perfect 

to encourage his effort. 
 

The teacher encourage his interests and his knowledge extended such as 

making all planets out of paper, drawing, writing (planets name), singing 

and going on trips.” 
 

- Satoko 

 

--//-- 
 

“All our three boys enjoyed the GCK Fab 4s programme 

tremendously. The small group work with high teacher-student 

ratio was exactly what they needed to get them ready for school. 

The staff set up wonderful activities to engage and extend Alex, 

Marcus and Lucas. It showed that fine motor skills, listening, 

problem solving, managing self and the like were all covered and 

deepened.  Thank you so much." 

 

- Sabine, mum of Alex, Marcus and Lucas 
 



"Noah loved fab four's and he really enjoyed becoming one of the big kids 

at kindy. Fab four's definitely helped him prepare for school in terms of 

developing his concentration and learning to sit still for longer periods. He 

loved the indepth group work and activities and learnt to share ideas 

confidently in a group situation. 
 

We think fab four's was especially beneficial for a boy in preparation for 

school, and were so pleased that GCK offers this to 4 year olds."   
 

- Megan  

 

--//-- 
 

"GCK is the most nurturing kindergarten a parent could want 

for their child. I have the utmost faith in each and every one of 

the teachers, who look after and connect with each child as if 

they were their own. My son Presley started with GCK when he 

was just 2 and 1/2 and has just finished the Fab4 programme 

as he now starts school; every kindy day was greeted with 

exuberance and he has been allowed to learn and to grow 

within his own potential. I would wholeheartedly recommend 

GCK to other parents, not only for the warm and welcoming 

environment but also the facilities on offer and the sense of 

belonging it provides to the children and the parents; it's a 

home away from home." 

 

- Ange. 
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GCK Staff Profiles 
 
 

 

Corinne Mittens, B.Sc; Grad Dip Tch (ECE) 

Head teacher 
Corinne originally trained in South Africa and has worked in 

Kindergartens both in South Africa and New Zealand. Corinne joined 

the staff here in 2001 and then took 2007 off to complete her 

Graduate Diploma at Auckland University. She teaches 4 mornings a 

week (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday) and enjoys encouraging 

children to explore and be creative. She is married to Roger and has 3 

children and attends Glendowie Presbyterian Church.  

 

 
 

 

Belinda Waldin, B.A; Grad Dip Tch (ECE) 

Teacher 
Belinda joined the staff in February 2007 after completing her early 

childhood graduate diploma through the University of Auckland in 

2006. She teaches 4 mornings (Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and 

Friday) and the Fab 4’s. Belinda lives in Glendowie and has three 

teenaged (Each one attended GCK too). She is thrilled to be teaching in 

a familiar and Christian environment. Her association dates back to 

2000. 

 

 
 

 

Rachel Doyle, Dip Tch (ECE) 

Teacher 
Rachel attended teachers’ training college for 3 years culminating in a 

diploma of Teaching. She worked at Flying Start in Hobsonville for two 

years, then as a supervisor at Small Fry Nursery school for 8 years. 

After a stint of being a stay at home mum for 10 years to Taylor and 

Bradley, she began working at GCK in 2009. Rachel works 4 days a week 

(Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday) and also teaches in our Fab 4 

programme. 

 

 
 

 

Catherine Millar Grad Dip Tch (ECE) 

Teacher 
Catherine joined GCK in 2012.  She became interested in ECE teaching 

after attending Playcentre with her 3 children where she 

enjoyed exploring and experimenting with them, and finding creative 

ways to extend learning.  She attended Auckland University in 2008 to 

complete her ECE teaching qualification.  Although based in Glendowie 

for the last 16 years,  Catherine's husband's career took the family to 

live in the Middle East, Asia and Europe during this period.  Catherine 

works 3 days a week at GCK.  Catherine holds a BA (Political Science) 

and a Grad Dip Tch (ECE) from Auckland University. 
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Melinda McMillan  B.A. Edu (K-7), Bach Edu (K-7), Dip of 

Tch (ECE) 

Teacher 
Melinda originally trained in Australia and worked in kindergartens in 

Australia, England and New Zealand before having her three children 

Elijah, Dashiell and Xavier. 

She is now excited to begin teaching again at GCK after relieving for 

the last 18 months. 

Melinda currently works 2 days a week at GCK, Wednesdays and 

Fridays and is looking forward to working alongside both the staff and 

children in such a caring, fun and stimulating environment.  

 

 
 

 

Nelleke Bledon 

Teacher Assistant and Office Administrator 

Nelleke was born in Cape Town, South Africa and studied Radiography. 

She lived and worked in the SA and the UK before migrating to New 

Zealand in 2007 with her husband and two young daughters, settling in 

Glendowie. After being a stay-at-home mum, Nelleke accepted a dual 

role of GCK Office Administrator and Assistant Teacher. She loves 

working with young children and enjoys their natural curiosity and 

eagerness to learn. Nelleke works as an assistant teacher on 

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. 

 

 

Rose Walters 

Teacher Assistant 
Rose has been associated with GCK for many years (her 

grandmother was one of the founders). She also attended when it first 

opened in 1996. In late 2012, she returned to her old kindergarten to 

assist and now works two days a week (Monday and Tuesday).  She has 

gained a Certificate in Early Childhood Practice through Open 

Polytechnic 
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Welcome to your child’s portfolio. 
 

Your child’s portfolio is a collection of documentation from his/her learning at the 

kindy. The portfolio contains a collection of learning stories, photos, artwork and 

observations linking to the New Zealand Childhood Curriculum - the Te Whariki 

Curriculum. You will see documentation of group learning experiences as well as your 

child’s individual learning. We aim to set up activities and resources to stimulate 

and challenge each child’s strengths and interests. 

 

Learning Stories: 

These are recorded observations of your child in the story detailing an event that 

has happened during the session as your child has gone about their play. From the 

story you will see how we work to support your child’s learning in all aspects of the 

programme including literacy: arithmetic, the arts, physical skills and more. We will 

include individual learning plans showing their strengths and interests and learning 

goals, which we have identified. 

 

Learning stories may have a “What next” section whereby we will indicate what 

learning has been identified in the story, and how we might encourage ongoing 

learning for your child. 

 

Parent’s Voice: 

To help us get to know your child better, we will ask you to contribute to your 

child’s portfolio too. This involves filling in a parent’s voice from where you can 

share a funny or interesting story about your child that took place at kindy, home 

or out in the wider community. We may also “quote” you on something you have 

mentioned in a conversation with us which has relevance to your child’s learning 

story. 

 

Feel free to discuss your child’s portfolio with us. Each child’s portfolio is 

confidential and we ask you not to read another child’s portfolio without their 

permission. 
Version: September 17 
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GCK Website 
 

GCK has developed a website in order to communicate more effectively with parents 

and the community.  It is a central place for current parents to access information as 

well as an information tool for interested families.  It provides information on the 

Kindy, enrolment procedure, calendar of events, as well as a record of happenings.  

There are forms, policies and newsletters, all kept on this website. 

 

 
 

For more information on other communication methods, please refer to our 

“Communications Policy” within this parents’ handbook, or on our website. 

 


